
Step 6 Education Act 2018 – Provision of Special Classes 

Children with special educational needs looking to attend a mainstream 

school in a mainstream classroom will usually be successful in finding a 

school place in their local community, although it may not be the school 

of first choice, as all mainstream schools should have the ability and 

should be able to put in place the resources to support their education.  

Children for whom a mainstream place is not currently an option, where a 

place in a special class or special school is recommended, may find it 

more difficult to find a school place in their own community or even within 

a reasonable distance of their home. Having taken all reasonable steps to 

find and apply for place in a special class or a special school for their 

child, each year a number of parents will find that there is no place for 

their child and no school willing to take on the provision of that place.  

In this situation, under the Education Act 2018, the Minister for Education 

can compel a school to open a special class where there is a gap in 

providing for the education of children with special needs. 

If they have not already done so, parents who are experiencing difficulties 

in locating a school placement should contact their local Special 

Educational Needs Organiser (SENO). The SENO, and through them, the 

National Council for Special Education (NCSE), should be made aware of 

the child’s needs and the lack of an appropriate school place.  

As a parent you may write to your local SENO identifying the lack of a 

special class place for your child in the locality. The letter should set out 

the child’s special educational needs, supported by a report from a 

relevant professional or team of professionals that states that the child 

has a disability in line with the designation of the special class in question 

and sets out why the child requires the support of a special class setting. 

Your letter should also outline the steps you have taken to date to secure 

a school place and include copies of any letters of refusal received. 



Parents should ask that the NCSE prepare and submit a report to the 

Minister for Education identifying that there is a shortage of special class 

places in their locality. Writing to the SENO and through them the NCSE, 

is not something you are required to do but it is a useful way to set our 

your child’s situation clearly and to maintain a written record of steps 

taken to seek a placement for your child. 

The SENO’s role is to advise parents, ensure that a child with special 

educational needs receives the supports they are entitled to and, as 

needed, notify the NCSE of the lack of local provision.  

Where a gap in local provision is identified by the National Council for 

Special Education (NCSE), and no school is willing to make provision 

available, the Minister for Education can compel a school to open a special 

class. The Minister can take this action following a number of initial steps 

which allow for engagement between the Minister, the NCSE, the Board of 

Management and Patron of a school. This process can take some time. 

Your local SENO will advise on interim educational provision and when an 

appropriate school placement becomes available. The Minister for 

Education, advised by the NCSE, can also make provision for special 

schools, as needed. 

 


